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On the rhetoric and pragmatic choice of hyperbole in the
advanced english study “The libido for the Ugly”

SHEN Chun-hua
(School of Foreign Languages, Wuhan Polytechnic University, Wuhan 430023, China)

Abstract; Advanced English, written by Zhang Hanxi, one of classic and welcomed English textbooks for college
students unto today, is well-known not only for the difficulties in original extensive contents, various themes and di-
verse styles, but for its richness in words, and the length of the articles. This paper takes one of the most difficulty
lessons “The Libido for the Ugly” as an example to analyze the author’ s typical rhetoric and pragmatic choice—hy-
perbole, on which Menken best expressed his unique bombastically impressionistic descriptive writing style and his
profound satirical reflection of the American race---- the race love ugly for its own sake. From the analysis, the pa-
per safely concluded, besides the basic vocabulary and grammar study, advanced English learners should pay more
attention to the writer’ s rhetoric and pragmatic choices which can contribute to the language and theme understand-
ing of those original classic works.
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